The spring edition of the Wroclaw Economic Policy Symposium was devoted to Competitiveness in the Global Knowledge Economy. The intention of the Seminar's organizers was to address issues relating to Business Innovation, Policy, Infrastructure and Societal Dialogue.
As dr Sebastian Jakubowski, assistant professor at the Department of Economic Policy and Chairman of the Symposium's Scientific Committee, emphasized during his opening speech, innovations and responsible economic policy are fundamental both for Poland and the European Union.
The His lecture provided a conceptual introduction to business competitiveness in the global knowledge economy, highlighting internationally interconnected innovation as an increasingly important driver. Building upon an overview of business practices in international knowledge transfer, the presentation shed light on the role of the public sector in the global knowledge economy. It explored instruments and global trends of innovation policy, before zooming in on selected policy practices at EU level.
At this symposium, Daniel W. Bloemers spoke in a private capacity, not as a representative of the European Commission.
The second speaker, Daniel Iglhaut, currently works as a consultant in the department of Broadband and Smart Networks at TÜV Rheinland, mainly contributing to the European project ENERGISE. His main responsibility lies in identifying synergies and dependencies between energy and telecommunication networks with special regard to the deployment of new solutions in the area of smart grids. Through his long-term experience as project manager for R&D projects in the field of energy economics, he has gained excellent knowledge on the energy economy, cross-sectorial synergies as well as publicly funded research projects. Daniel Iglhaut graduated from the University of Leipzig with a Master of Science in European Economic Integration; he also holds a Master's degree in Political Science from the Ludwig Maximilians University in Munich. During his studies and within his professional career, Daniel Iglhaut has gained extensive experience in Poland and has lived in Warsaw for half a year.
Daniel Iglhaut addressed the role of the Energy and Communication
Infrastructure as a Key Enabler for European Competitiveness. He emphasized that modern innovation systems, resilient and flexible energy and communication infrastructures are crucial for European competitiveness. The European Digital Agenda aims at the vast deployment of broadband communication infrastructure across Europe to induce innovation and competition. At the same time, the on-going transformation towards a `smarter´ energy system leads to constantly increasing needs to transmit and process data of `prosumers´. Daniel Iglhaut pointed out that this imposes two significant challenges: How can synergies in joint cross-sectorial infrastructure deployment be realized, and to what extent can existing ICT infrastructure be used for smart grids and smart metering?
After a short theoretical and conceptual introduction, the lecture provided a brief overview of the European regulatory framework for joint infrastructure deployment. Fundamental challenges faced by energy and telecommunication companies were highlighted. Moreover, different European approaches to cooperative infrastructure deployment were examined.
The last speaker, Markus P. Raschke, serves as Political Public Relations Manager of the Ecological Democratic Party of Germany (ÖDP) and Constituency Outreach Assistant to Prof. Klaus Buchner (Member of the European Parliament). He is in charge of designing and implementing political communication campaigns for the Bavarian association of the Ecological Democrats, on both regional and European affairs. In this capacity, Markus P. Raschke moderates numerous societal dialogue processes on infrastructure and economic policy. He holds a degree in Governance and Public Policy from the University of Passau and a Master of Science in European Economic Integration from the Universities of Leipzig and Wroclaw. Prior to joining ÖDP, Markus contributed to innovation research projects at the Fraunhofer Center for International Management and Knowledge Economy. In addition, he worked as consultant for Austrian enterprises, successfully securing EU funding for cross-border integration projects.
Markus P. Raschke presented a lecture on Drivers of Competitiveness Under Fire -Controversies, Societal Dialogue and Political Communication. His presentation, building upon the preceding analyses, explored controversies and mechanisms of societal acceptance management around political and infrastructural measures aiming at increased competitiveness. Firstly, it highlighted societal concerns regarding large-scale infrastructure projects, such as the construction of high-voltage power transmission lines. Discussing specific cases, it provided an introduction to the concept of societal dialogue. Secondly, the presentation portrayed political and societal controversies around international trade agreements, such as TTIP and CETA, in the U.S. and German-speaking countries. Alternative mechanism of societal dialogue, political inclusion and civil participation in Germany, Lithuania, and Switzerland were explained as examples of political communication upside-down.
In closing, the first Wroclaw Economic Policy Symposiums, dr Sebastian Jakubowski, thanking speakers and other participants, expressed
